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The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Idle  District  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

I must  apologise  for  the  delay  in  sending  in  my  report 
for  1894.  The  reason  has  been,  in  the  first  place,  my  own 
ill  health  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  since  then  the 
severity  of  the  influenza  epidemic  has  rendered  all  other 
work  impossible. 

As  the  year  just  passed  has  witnessed  the  close  of  the 
regime  of  the  Idle  Local  Board  of  Health,  the  present  is 
perhaps  a suitable  time  to  review  the  work  done  by  that 
body  during  its  30  years  of  office. 

Topography. — The  Sanitary  District  of  Idle  as  most 
of  you  know  is,  roughly  speaking,  a diamond  shaped  piece  of 
ground  of  1,682  acres  in  extent,  situated  on  the  right  (i.e. 
south)  bank  of  the  river  Aire,  by  which  it  is  bounded  on 
its  North  East  and  North  West  sides.  On  the  South  East 
it  adjoins  the  Eccleshill  Urban  District,  and  on  the  South 
West  the  Bradford  Borough  and  the  District  of  Shipley. 

The  whole  extent  may  be  described  as  a hill  side  sloping 
Northwards  from  an  altitude  of  about  650  feet  at  the 
Southern  extremity  to  about  200  feet  above  sea  level  at  the 
river  Aire.  It  is  not,  however,  an  even  slope,  but  is 
divided  into  two  watersheds  (East  and  West)  by  a hDh 
ridge  running  from  Idle  reservoir,  to  Hill  top,  Thacldey.° 

Geologically,  the  stiata  consists  of  the  lower  coal 
measures  resting  on  the  Millstone  grit,  which  latter  reaches 
the  surface  on  the  North  side  of  a fault  running  trans- 
versely across  the  district.  The  subsoil  is  composed 
almost  entirely  of  boulder  clay,  except  near  the  river 
where  it  is  alluvial  silt. 

A glance  at  the  map  shews  that  the  houses  are  grouped 
together  round  two  different  points,  forming  really  distinct 
villages,  which  have  in  each  instance  the  railway  station  as 
a centre  ; the  larger  one  being  Idle  proper,  the  smaller  * 
Thackley.  ' ' 
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1 he  houses,  as  in  most  old  villages,  have  not  been 
arranged  upon  any  definite  plan,  but  were  set  down  singly 
or  in  rows  according  to  the  fancy  or  requirements  of  the 
owner.  As  a result,  Narrow  Streets  and  Folds  (a  Fold  is 
a Court  or  Alley  ending  in  a cul-de-sac ) are  common,  a con- 
dition of  things  which  has  necessitated  the  spending  from 
time  to  time  of  considerable  sums  of  money  on  Street  im- 
provements. Nearly  all  the  buildings  are  constructed  of 
stone,  the  common  walling  material  being  thin  flat  pieces 
of  very  hard  and  dense  sand  stone,  in  fact  the  trimmings 
of  the  local  flagstone.  The  roofs  are  mostly  made  of  grey 
slate  i.e.  very  thin  slabs  of  the  same  kind  of  stone.  I do 
not  remember  to  have  ever  seen  a damp  proof  course  in 
Idle,  even  in  a new  building.  The  kitchen  floors  are 
usually  paved  with  flags,  nevertheless  the  houses  are  as  a 
rule  warm  and  comfortable.  A cottage  within  its  own 
cartilage  is  rare,  most  of  them  being  built  back  to  back  in 
rows  or  blocks  of  four,  with  the  privies  in  a row  at  the  end 
of  tfee  block.  Out  of  a total  number  of  1,745  houses,  679 
are  back  to  back. 

Water  Supply. — There  is  enough  and  more  than 
enough  water  issuing  from  the  various  springs  and  adits  on 
the  hill  sides  in  the  district  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Idle,  and  until  1865,  this  was  the  only  source 
available  for  the  supply  of  the  village.  But  two  weighty 
( and  in  my  opinion  sufficient)  reasons  were  then  urged 
against  relying  on  the  local  water  : — 1st,  that  its  hardness 
rendered  it  unfit  for  manufacturing  purposes  (e.g.  wool 
washing),  and  2nd,  that  it  was  liable  to  serious  contamina- 
tion with  sewerage  matter,  and  in  fact  it  has  since  been 
proved  that  many  of  the  springs  are  now  actually  so  con- 
taminated. These  considerations  led  to  the  formation  of 
the  Calverley  District  Waterworks  Co.  Limited,  a private 
company  who  bought  their  water  from  the  Bradford  Cor- 
poration and  sold  it  to  any  of  the  inhabitants  who  desired 
it.  In  1879,  the  Idle  Local  Board  properly  determined  to 
take  the  water  supply  into  their  own  hands,  and  in  1881 
they  took  over  the  entire  plant  of  the  company  on  a valu- 
ation. At  that  time  539  houses  were  connected  with  the 
company's  mains.  The  water,  as  before,  was  bought  at  qd. 
per  1,000  gallons  from  the  Bradford  Corporation.  It  is 
derived  from  two  distinct  sources,  the  “ high  level  ” from 
Thornton  Moor,  and  the  “ low  level  ” from  the  open 
country  above  Barden.  About  one  half  of  the  village  is 
supplied  from  either  source. 
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The  condition  of  the  “ high  level  ” water  has  several 
times  given  rise  to  considerable  trouble.  In  the  first  place 
it  was  often  extremely  dirty.  This  was  found  to  be  due  in 
some  instances  to  the  state  of  the  town  s mains,  in  others  to 
the  condition  of  the  service  reservoir  at  Idle  Hill.  A much 
more  serious  cause  of  trouble  arose  when  it  was  found  that  at 
times,  notably  in  1891,  the  water  had  a considerable  plumbo 
solvent  action,  some  samples  giving  as  much  as  nine  tenths 
of  a grain  of  lead  per  gallon  ; and  many  cases  of  saturnism 
resulted  therefrom.  I he  whole  facts  ol  the  case  veieat  lust 
strenuously  denied  by  the  Eradford  officials,  and  it  was  not 
until  absolutely  incontrovertible  evidence  was  persistently 
thrust  upon  their  consideration,  and  the  Mayor’s  own 
family  had  suffered  from  lead  poisoning,  that  any  impress- 
ion could  be  made  on  the  Corporation.  Eventually,  chalk 
to  the  amount  of  three  grains  per  gallon  was  mixed  with 
the  water  on  its  way  to  the  filter  beds,  and  since  that  time 
the  quantity  of  lead  has  considerably  diminished  and  the 
number  of^  cases  of  plumbism  greatly  lessened  ; in  fact, 
during  the  last  year  I have  not  heard  of  a single  instance. 
The  “ low  level  ” water  is,  and  as  far  1 am  aware,  has 
always  been,  free  from  these  defects. 

At  the  present  time  1.385  out  of  the  i,745  houses  in  the 
district  are  supplied  with  1 own  s \\  atei.  I he  lecent 
severe  frost  has  proved  that  the  mains  and  riders  have  not 
been  laid  sufficiently  deep  to  prevent  their  freezing  during 
a time  of  prolonged  cold  weather,  and,  as  a result,  a large 
proportion  of  the  inhabitants  have  been  depiixed  of  an 
abundant  supply  of  pure  water,  one  of  the  first  necessaries 
of  healthy  life. 

Sewerage,  Etc.  —To  quote  from  the  year  book 
issued  by  the  Idle  Eocal  Eoard  \ Iheie  was  no  propel 
system  of  Sewerage  or  Works  of  Sewage  Disposal  for  the 
district  of  Idle  before  1892.  The  means  of  drainage  con- 
sisted of  shallow  rubble  drains,  constructed  primarily  for 
carrying  the  rainfall  into  the  most  convenient  tributory  of 
the  river  Aire,  and  the  road  drains  were  utilised  for  the 
drainage  of  house  property  from  a very  remote  period. 
However,  the  occurence  of  a very  severe  I yphoid  Epi- 
demic m 1888  compelled  the  Local  Eoard  to  take  action  111 
the  matter,  and  on  November  15th,  18S9,  Messrs.  Y\  . E. 
Woodhead  & Son  were  engaged  to  prepare  a scheme  for  a 
complete  system  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  \\  orks, 
the  plans,  etc.  of  which  were  submitted  and  approved  on 
the  24th  November,  1890.  It  was  proposed  to  drain  Ilde 
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proper  to  land  forming  part  of  Bottom’s  Farm,  and  the 
1 hackley  section  to  land  near  Buck  Mill.  The  scheme 
contemplated  the  construction  of  about  8§-  miles  of  sewers, 
and  the  estimated  total  cost  was  £25,000. 

I11  the  three  years  1892-3-4,  the  Board  have  completed 
the  work,  so  far  as  Idle  proper  is  concerned.  They  have 
laid  down  : — 


1681  yards  of  Brick  Sewers 


20/ 


and 
m akin  e 


60 
•8 

3534 

4434 

290 

a total 


5 ? 


n 


5 ? 


9. 


4 inch  Iron  Pipe  Sewers 
18  ,,  Pipe  Sewers 


L 0 
,,  12 

,,  12 

lenvth 


5 ? 


5 ? 


5 ? 


(at  Thackley) 

°f  nearly  7 miles.  87  Manholes, 
1 17  ^ entilators,  and  18  Flushing  Chambers  have  also  been 
consti ucted  in  the  course  of  the  work.  So  far,  the  cost 
has  amounted  to  a little  over  £20,000,  and  the  Focal 
Government  Board  have  sanctioned  the  borrowing  of  a 
further  sum  of  ^6,565  for  the  purchase  of  land  at  Buck 
Mill,  and  the  construction  of  the  Thackley  Sewers  and 
Sewage  Works,  which  will  be,  no  doubt,  shortly  proceeded 
with  by  the  new  District  Council. 


I he  method  of  Sewage  Purification  adopted  at 
Bottom  s h arm  is  what  is  termed  Intermittent  Downward 
Filtration,  which  may  at  any  time  be  supplemented  by 
chemical  treatment,  if  found  necessary  or  desirable. 

On  September  4th,  1893,  Die  Board  adopted  a code  of 
House  Drain  Begulations,  and  since  that  time  the  drains 
of  463  houses  have  been  connected  with  the  new  sewers. 


Defuse  Disposal. — The  plan  adopted  in  Idle  for  the 
removal  of  the  contents  of  the  dry  ash  closets  (as  they  are 
called),  which  are  now  the  almost  universal  form  of  privy 
(they  number  1,100),  is  as  follows  : — The  whole  district  is 
divided  into  four  sections,  each  of  which  is  let  to  a con- 
tractor, who  undertakes  within  three  days  of  receiving  an 
order  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  to  clear  the  closet  and 
remove  the  contents  either  to  the  fields  for  manure,  or  to 
tips  provided  by  the  Board.  Notice  is  supposed  to  be 
forwarded  by  the  householder  to  the  Sanitary  Officer  of 
any  necessity  for  the  clearing  out  of  his  closet.  The  cost 
is  about  £20=)  per  annum. 

This  system  of  affairs  is  liable  to  break  down  at 
several  points.  In  the  first  place,  supervision  is  impossible  ; 
the  farmer  contractor  also  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year, 


S.g.  hay-making  time,  is  apt  to  be  too  busy  to  attend 
properly  to  his  duties,  and,  as  a result,  overfull  privies 
sometimes  remain  unemptied  for  days,  or,  in  the  event  of 
some  more  pressing  duty,  the  contents  are  left  for  hours 
reeking  in  the  streets.  On  the  other  hand,  careless  in- 
habitants frequently  forget  to  notify  that  their  closets  are 
full,  and  rely  on  the  Inspector's  independent  action.  It 
would  be  much  better  for  the  Council  to  take  the  scaveng- 
ing into  their  own  hands  ; they  could  then  ensure  that  the 
work  was  done  decently  and  effectually,  and  the  cost  would 
be  very  little,  if  any,  more  than  it  is  under  the  present 
unsatisfactory  arrangement. 

A small  Destructor  would  be  a much  better  way  of 
disposing  of  noxious  refuse  than  the  method  now  adopted 
of  tipping  it  into  disused  quarries. 

Fever  Hospital,  Etc. — In  1888,  the  five  districts  of 
Calverley,  Eccleshill,  Farsley,  Idle,  and  Pudsey  combined 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a Hospital  for  Infectous 
Diseases,  and  by  the  end  of  1891,  two  blocks,  containing 
iS  beds,  were  ready  for  the  reception  of  patients  suffering 
from  Typhoid  Fever,  Scarlatina,  or  Diphtheria. 

The  first  case  from  Idle  was  admitted  on  the  25th  of 
November,  1891.  During  the  next  year,  a Smallpox  block 
for  six  patients,  subsequently  enlarged  to  accomodate 
sixteen,  was  added,  and  the  first  Smallpox  patient  re- 
moved from  this  district  was  taken  into  it  on  the  28th  May, 
1892.  From  its  opening  to  the  end  of  1894,  I53  (including 
12  Smallpox)  cases  have  been  treated  in  the  Hospital,  with 
only  7 deaths  (a  4^-%  mortality),  at  a total  cost  of 
d'1,044  is.  5d.,  which  includes  ambulance  and  disinfection 
of  houses,  clothes,  etc.  In  order  that  the  Hospital  might 
be  fully  utilized,  no  charge  has  been  made  to  the  patients. 

The  Notification  Act  wTas  adopted  by  the  Board,  and 
became  compulsory  on  March  1st,  1891-. 

In  1891  (9  months  only)  60  cases  notified,  5 removed 
to  Hospital. 

In  1892,  89  cases  notified,  58  removed  to  Hospital. 

55  Jh93,  99  75  77  60  ,,  ,,  ,, 

77  •*•^947  4^  ?7  77  28  ,,  ,,  ,, 

The  Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act , 1890,  and  the 
Public  Health  Amendment  Act , 1890,  have  also  been  adopted. 
New  regulations  under  the  Dairies , Cowsheds , and  Milkshops 
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order , and  last,  but  not  least,  New  Bye  Laws  drawn  up  ori 
the  lines  of  the  “ Model  Bye  Laws,”  and  confirmed  by  the 
Local  Government  Board,  are  now  in  force. 

In  glancing  back  over  the  annual  reports  since  1874, 
when  the  first  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  appointed,  I 
find  the  record  of  only  one  outbreak  of  Smallpox,  in  the 
year  1893,  when  eleven  cases  occurred.  There  were  no 
deaths,  but  five  unvaccinated  persons  had  bad  attacks  of 
the  disease. 

Measles  has  been  epidemic  every  two  or  three  years, 
and  has  always  been  attended  with  a considerable  mortality, 
especially  when  happening  in  very  cold  weather,  as  in  1889. 
Sixty  fatal  cases  occurred  during  the  past  twenty  years. 

Scarlatina,  too,  has  rarely  been  absent  for  any  long 
period,  but  it  is  a notable  fact  that  of  late  years  the  type 
has  been  distinctly  milder.  Each  epidemic  has  usually 
lasted  for  about  two  years,  attaining  its  maximum  severity 
in  the  Autumn,  diminishing  in  the  Spring  and  Summer, 
and  breaking  out  afresh  in  a similar  way  next  Autumn,  and 
then  subsiding  altogether  for  a year  or  two.  Scarlet  Fever 
has  caused  eighty-five  deaths  during  the  last  two  decades. 

Whooping  Cough  has  never  once  been  absent  during 
the  last  ten  years.  Since  1874  fifty-two  children  have 
fallen  victims  to  its  ravages  ; like  measles,  it  has  been  much 
more  fatal  in  cold  weather. 

We  have  generally  had  a few  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever 
each  Autumn,  but  on  three  occasions  in  1888,  1889,  and 
1893  the  disease  might  be  said  to  have  been  epidemic.  In 
1888,  eighty  cases  occurred  in  a few  months.  In  most  of 
the  instances,  the  sanitary  conditions  were  so  bad  that  it 
was  extremely  difficult  to  determine  the  exact  cause  of  the 
outbreak,  but  I now  think  that  it  was  probably  twofold, 
some  of  the  cases  being  caused  by  the  direct  connection 
which  existed  at  that  time  between  the  houses  and  the 
drains,  others  resulting  from  the  subsequent  con- 
tamination of  the  local  water  supply.  In  1889,  we  again 
experienced  a very  similar,  though  less  severe,  epidemic 
(only  twenty  cases)  ; and  in  1893,  a third  outbreak  arose, 
and  this  time  its  dependence  on  the  fouling  of  a definite 
water  supply,  the  town  pump,  was  conclusively  proved, 
by  its  affecting,  m the  vast  majority  of  instances,  only  those 
persons  who  used  water  from  that  source.  There  were 
fifty-two  cases,  and  six  deaths.  Altogether,  twenty-eight 
persons  have  died  from  Enteric  Fever  during  the  last 
twenty  years. 


io 

We  in  Idle  have  not  suffered  so  much  from  Diarrhcea 
as  the  inhabitants  of  most  places  in  England,  probably 
owing  to  our  stiff  clay  soil  not  affording  sufficient  pabulum 
for  the  growth  of  the  micro-organisms  which  cause  the 
disease.  There  have  been  sixty-nine  fatal  cases  in  the  past 
twenty  years,  mostly  occurring  after  very  hot  weather. 

Phthisis  has  been  singularly  constant  in  the  amount 
of  its  annual  draught  on  human  life,  claiming  on  the 
average  thirteen  victims  per  annum.  It  has  shewn  a 
decided  tendency  to  decrease  of  late  years,  which, 

I believe,  will  be  still  more  marked,  now  that  we  know 
more  of  the  natural  history  of  the  'Tubercle  Bacillus,  and 
disinfect  after  it,  as  we  would  with  any  other  infectious 
disease. 

A little  desultory  work  has  been  done  in  connection 
with  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  etc.,  but  it  has  on]y  been  of  a 
more  or  less  discursive  character,  more  important  matters 
having  occupied  our  attention.  However,  now  that  these 
are  in  process  of  accomplishment,  I hope  to  be  able  to 
devote  more  time  to  this  portion  of  the  work,  as  I know 
that  the  present  condition  of  some  Cowsheds  in  Idle  is 
extremely  unsatisfactory. 

In  the  early  months  of  1890  there  appeared  among  us 
a disease  which  the  younger  men  had  not  seen  before,  but 
which  our  seniors  remembered  well  enough  to  have  been 
epidemic  in  1837,  and  again  in  1848  ; I mean  Influenza. 
Since  its  reappearance,  it  has  recurred  each  year  with  greater 
or  less  severity.  Though  its  actual  case,  mortality  is  ex- 
ceedingly small,  not  more  than  2 per  cent.,  yet  so  large  a 
proportion  of  the  population  are  attacked,  that  it  is  not  at 
all  uncommon  for  the  normal  death  rate  of  any  place  to  be 
doubled,  or  even  trebled,  during  the  occurrence  of  an 
epidemic.  It  is  undoubtedly  intensely  infectious,  and  has  a 
very  short  incubation  stage.  I have  frequently  noticed  at 
the  commencement  of  an  outbreak,  that  a person  working 
in  Bradford  is  the  first  victim,  he  doubtless ‘introducing  the 
virus,  and  in  three  or  four  days  the  rest  of  the  family  are 
all  down  with  the  disease.  Though  second,  third,  and  even 
fifth  attacks  of  Influenza  are  not  uncommon,  I am  of 
opinion  that  some  slight  protection  is  afforded  by  a previous 
seizure,  as  I have  seen  more  than  once  a certain  member 
of  a family  suffer,  and  the  rest  escape,  while  the  next  year 
all  the  others  in  the  house  took  it,  but  that  one  though 
abundantly  exposed  to  the  contagion  was  exempt. 


MORTALITY  RETURNS,  &c. 
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During  the  year  1894,  there  were  registered  in  Idle 
ninety-eight  deaths  (forty-eight  males,  fifty  females),  and 
188  births  (ninety-eight  males,  and  ninety  females),  giving 
annual  rates  of  1376  and  20*4  per  1,000  respectively. 

The  deaths  from  the  Zymotic  Diseases  numbered  four, 
two  Diphtheria,  and  one  each  \\  hooping  Cough  and 
Typhoid  Fever,  which  is  equal  to  a Zymotic  death  rate  of 
•56  per  1,000,  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  Idle  The  number 
of  infectious  cases  notified  to  me  during  the  year  has  been 
forty-six  (twenty-four  Scarlatina,  eleven  Diphtheria,  eight 
Typhoid  Fever,  one  Erysipelas,  and  one  Variola),  of  which 
twenty-eight  were  removed  to  the  Fever  Hospital  (seven- 
teen Scarlatina,  five  Diphtheria,  five  Typhoid  Fever,  and 
one  Smallpox).  The  Typhoid  cases  were  the  remains  of  the 
Town  Pump  Epidemic  of  the  previous  year,  and  that 
subject  was  fully  dealt  with  in  a special  report  sent  in  some 
time  ago. 

At  different  times  throughout  the  year,  eleven  cases  of 
Diphtheria  occurred.  The  first  case,  notified  on  January 
1 2th,  1894,  was  really  the  last  of  a group  of  four  which 
arose  at  the  end  of  the  antecedent  year,  inasmuch  as  it  was 
from  helping  to  nurse  the  three  children  previously  affected 
that  she  contracted  the  infection.  These  four  cases  all 
had  a common  origin,  viz.,  an  exceedingly  foul  drain 
running  under,  ventilating  into,  and  saturating  the  soil 
immediately  beneath  the  kitchen  of  the  house  in  which  they 
lived.  The  other  cases,  all  children,  were  apparently 
sporadic,  no  connection  being  traced  between  them  of  any 
known -source  of  infection,  the  patients  not  even  going  to 
the  same  schools.  But  in  three  instances  alterations  of 
the  drains  had  been  recently  going  on  at  their  houses,  in 
connection  with  the  new  sewerage  work,  which  necessitated 
the  stirring  up  of  the  filth  of  generations  lying  in  the  old 
drains,  and  I have  a very  strong  impression  that  this  had 
something  to  do  with  the  causation  of  the  disease. 

The  diagnosis  in  every  instance,  was  as  clear  as  a 
merely  clinical  diagnosis  can  possibly  be.  I have  now, 
however,  arranged  to  examine  all  suspicious  cases  Bacter- 
iologically,  and  by  that  method  (which  has  been  already 
used  here  with  success  in  two  instances),  1 hope  to 
differentiate  between  the  cases  of  true  Diphtheria,  and 
Membranous  Pharyngitis,  and  Laryngitis  clinically 
indistinguishable,  but  which  are  now  known  to  be  due  to 
causes  other  than  an  invasion  of  Loffler’s  Bacillus.  If  we 


include  the  three  of  last  December,  we  have  had  in  twelve 
months  fourteen  cases  of  Diphtheria  with  four  deaths 
(there  was  also  a suspicious  death  from  ‘‘Membranous 
Croup  in  the  Summer,  at  the  same  time  as  most  of  the 
other  Diphtheria  cases  occurred);  but  I hope  that  in 
addition  to  the  greater  certainty  of  our  diagnosis  the  new 
Serum  treatment  will  enable  us  in  future  to  shew  a better 
percentage  of  recoveries,  if  we  should  be  so  unfortunate  as 
to  have  further  experience  of  this  fell  disease. 

The  work  of  the  year  is  admirably  set  forth  in  the 
following  pages  by  Mr.  Nesfield  your  energetic  Sanitary 
Officer.  ~ ^ 

In  conclusion,  let  me  remind  you  that  certain  work  still 
remains  to  be  done  to  improve  the  health  of  the  district  : — 

1-  — TIhe  sewering  ofThackley  has  not  yet  been  begun, 
and  should  be  proceeded  with  at  once. 

2-  I he  drains  of  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  houses 
still  remain  to  be  connected  with  the  new  sewers,  and  this 
work  requires  doing  without  delay,  and  supervising  with 
extreme  care. 

3-  I he  Council  should  take  into  their  own  hands  the 
scavenging  of  the  district  at  the  expiration  of  the  present 
contracts. 

4-  — Practically,  nothing  has  been  done  to  remedy  the 
nuisances  existing  at  the  various  mills,  arising  from  the 
condition  of  their  privies.  The  construction  of  water- 
closets  with  automatic  flushing  arrangements  is  the  only 
satisfactory  solution  of  this  problem. 

5. — the  condition  of  many  of  the  private  streets  is 
disgi aceful,  and  cannot  be  remedied  until  the  owners  are 
made  to  pave  as  well  as  drain  them,  in  other  words  until 
the  Council  puts  into  force  the  150th  section  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875. 

I am 

Yours  very  truly 

R.  HONEYBURNE,  M.D. 

Idle,  March  27th,  1895. 


Public  Offices,  Idle, 
January  30th,  1895. 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, 

I beg  to  present  to  you  my  annual  report  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1894,  showing  the  action  taken, 
and  the  amount  of  work  done  during  the  year  in  the 
abatement  of  nuisances,  &c.,  under  the  Public  Health  Act 
1875,  aRd  the  Board's  Bye-laws. 

During  the  year,  1,632  nuisances  have  been  abated, 
1,290  by  preliminary  notices,  letters  and  personal  arrange- 
ments ; 342  after  legal  notices  had  been  served  ; and  in 
four  instances  legal  proceedings  have  been  taken  before 
the  West  Riding  Magistrates  to  compel  the  abatement  of 
nuisances  under  the  Public  Act,  1875,  and  the  Board's 
Bye-laws.  One  Magistrate's  order  was  made.  One  summons 
was  withdrawn  on  the  defendant  carrying  out  the  necessary 
works  and  paying  the  costs  of  the  proceedings.  One 
summons  was  adjourned  at  the  request  of  the  defendant, 
who  has  promised  to  carry  out  all  works  required.  In  one 
case  the  magistrates  imposed  a penalty  upon  a contractor 
who  had  covered  in  drains  without  inspection,  and  con- 
trary to  the  Byelaws.  The  Board  then  insisted  that  the 
drains  should  be  opened  out  for  inspection  and  when  the 
contractor  opened  out  the  same,  it  was  found  that  the 
joints  were  defective,  and  a quantity  of  the  sewage  from  a 
water-closet  was  percolating  into  the  ground.  This  case 
shows  the  importance  of  all  drains  being  inspected  before 
being  covered  in. 

Proceedings  have  also  been  taken  under  the  23rd 
section  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  to  compel  an 
owner  of  sixteen  cottages  in  Apperley  Road  to  provide 
proper  drains  to  his  property.  In  this  case  there  were  no 
drains  whatever,  the  sewage  from  the  cottages  ran  down 
an  open  channel  in  the  yard  and  thence  into  the  channel  in 
the  street.  As  the  owner  declined  to  comply  with  the 
notice  served,  the  Board  did  the  work  and  charged  the 
owner  with  the  cost. 


SUMMARY  OF  NUISANCES  ABATED. 


Filthy  premises  cleansed  and  whitewashed...  ...  io 

Accumulations  of  Manure  removed  ...  ...  ...  8 

Animals  so  kept  as  to  be  a nuisance  ...  ...  ...  2 

Smoke  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Areas  provided  to  cellar  dwellings  1 

NewT  trough  spouting  provided  to  dwelling  houses...  16 
New  rainwater  fall  pipes  provided  ...  ...  ...  20 

Rainwater  fall  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 

Rainwater  fall  pipes  disconnected  ...  ...  ...  186 

A\  aste  pipes  from  sinks,  &c.,  disconnected  ...  ...  111 

Defective  sink  pipes  repaired ...  ...  ...  ...  77 

Drain  inlets  trapped  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  327 

Defective  drains  repaired  and  cleansed  ...  ...  4 

Improperly  fixed  gullies  taken  up  and  refixed  ...  12 1 

Houses  re-drained  and  connected  with  public  sewers  321 
Existing  house  drains  connected  with  public  sewers  100 
Houses  re-drained  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Damp  cellars  subsoil  drained  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Damp  cellars  concreted  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Public-house  urinals  drained  and  reconstructed  ...  3 

Systems  of  house  drains  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  r2 

Foul  water  closets  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  2 

Water  closets  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Foul  privies  converted  into  water  closets  ...  ...  13 

Foul  privies  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2o 

Ashpits  filled  in  and  concreted  ...  ...  ...  3 

Total  ...  1,632 


Seventy  Legal  notices  have  been  served  during  the 
year,  fifty-four  of  which  have  been  complied  with,  leaving 
sixteen  in  hand  to  be  dealt  with. 


TABLE  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  PROSECUTIONS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 
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the  request  of  the  de- 
fendant, who  has  pro- 
mised to  abate  the  nuis- 
ance and  pay  all  costs. 


INSPECTIONS. 


The  following  are  a list  of  inspections  made  during 
the  year. 


Houses  and  premises  inspected 
Inspections  of  Works  in  progress 
,,  Slaughter-houses 

,,  Cowsheds 

,,  Bakehouses 


425 

2,148 

32 

19 

16 


Total  ...  2,640 

CORRESPONDENCE. 


Number  of  Letters 

,,  Preliminary  Notices 

,,  Legal  Notices 


105 

28 

7° 


Total  ...  203 


SCAVENGING. 

During  the  year,  245  notices  have  been  served  upon 
the  Contractors  to  empty  the  privies  and  ashpits  in  the 
district.  I have  regularly  inspected  the  same  in  order  to 
keep  them  in  a satisfactory  condition.  I must  again 
recommend  that  ar  the  termination  ol  the  present  contracts 
the  Council  engage  horses,  carts,  and  men  by  the  day  to 
do  the  work,  as  the  way  in  which  the  work  is  done  at 
present  is  anything  but  satisfactory. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

These  have  been  systematically  inspected  in  order  to 
keep  them  in  a satisfactory  condition.  There  are  twelve 
licensed  slaughter-houses  in  the  district. 


DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

There  are  about  forty  cowsheds  in  the  district. 
These  have  been  inspected  and  nearly  all  of  them  have 
been  found  to  be  in  a very  insanitary  condition.  Some  of 
the  Cowsheds  are  without  drains,  light,  air  space,  ventila- 
tion, or  water  supply,  and  do  not  conform  with  the  rules 
and  regulations  of  the  Dailies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops 
Order,  which  came  into  operation  in  this  district  in  March 
last. 


1 8 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  dwelling  houses  have  been 
supplied  with  water  during  the  year,  and  in  order  to  supply 
the  same  efficiently  the  mains  have  been  extended  in  Back 
Lane,  Town  Well  Lold,  Union  Yard,  Thorpe  Place, 
Railway  Place,  Springfield  Place,  North  Street,  and 
Leeds  Road,  at  a cost  of  £ 200 . I am  also  pleased  to 
report  that  all  the  dwelling  houses  which  previously  derived 
their  supply  from  the  Town  Pump  and  Town  Well,  are 
now  supplied  with  water  from  the  Town’s  mains. 

HOUSE  DRAIN  CONNECTION. 

The  connection  of  house  drains  with  the  new  sewers 
have  been  made  very  rapidly  during  the  year.  The  drains 
of  421  houses,  &c.  have  been  connected  ; in  321 
instances  the  drains  have  been  relaid  in  accordance  with 
the  Model  Byelaws  of  the  Local  Government  Board ; 
10,431  feet  of  sanitary  tubes  have  been  laid  in  the  consruc- 
tion  of  house  drains,  and  principally  in  place  of  old  rubble 
drains;  and  where  it  was  found  necessary  to  lay  a drain 
under  a dwelling  house,  iron  pipes,  glass  lined  and  jointed 
with  lead  have  been  used.  In  all  cases  the  drains  are 
inspected  before  being  filled  in. 

SEWERING. 

During  the  year,  200  yards  of  9 inch  sanitary  tube 
sewer  have  been  laid  in  Cavendish  Road,  in  place  of  the  old 
brick  sewer  which  wras  in  a defective  condition  and  not 
deep  enough  to  drain  the  dwelling  houses.  The  sewers 
in  Cobden  Street,  Kensington  Place,  Greenfield  Place, 
Bright  Street,  and  Princess  Street,  have  been  extended  in 
order  to  connect  them  with  the  new  main  sewer  in  Brad- 
ford Road.  The  sewer  from  Gordon  Terrace  has  also  been 
extended,  and  connected  to  the  new  main  sewer  in  Town 
Lane.  292  yards  of  6 inch  sanitary  tube  sewers  have  been 
laid  in  North  Fold,  Westfield  Lane,  Blenheim  Place,  and 
Doctor  Lane,  under  the  150th  section  of  the  Public  Health 
Act  1875.  Plans,  &c.,  of  the  above  works  were  prepared  by 
me  and  the  works  were  also  carried  out  under  my 
supervision. 

I am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  NESFIELD,  Cert.  San.  Inst., 
Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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